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                        We can hardly give enough thanks for the freedom and prosperity we enjoy in these United States. We pray for the safety of our men and women in our Armed Forces and for their victory over our nation’s enemies.As Iowans, we should be especially thankful for the bounty we produce from the earth beneath our feet. As never before, we must be thankful for the ethanol and bio-diesel we extract from this bounty. Near the start of the 1900’s, George Washington Carver wrote, “I believe that the great Creator has put ores and oil on this earth to give us a breathing spell. As we exhaust them, we must be prepared to fall back on our farms, which is God’s true storehouse and can never be exhausted. We can learn to synthesize material for every human need from things that grow”. Carver, the famed horticultural pioneer, would never live to see the OPEC oil crisis, oil-fueled Islamic fascism, or the unimaginable energy needs of our ever prosperous world. Nevertheless, he knew the time would come when we would have to find alternatives to our standard un-renewable fuels. I like to think Carver gained such wisdom during his years as a graduate student at Iowa State University. Thanks to public and private investment near the start of the 2000’s, ethanol and bio-diesel are proving their worth once again by fueling millions of American vehicles. Like other high tech industries, renewable fuel technology is taking quantum leaps forward everyday. Each new ethanol and bio-diesel plant is more efficient than the last. Western Iowa is already home to nine ethanol plants producing 575 million gallons of ethanol every year. Eight more ethanol plants are under construction across western Iowa. When they are completed we’ll add 750 million gallons of yearly production. This is taking place right before our eyes, and it’s breathtaking. Even more hopeful than the advances already being made are the ones yet to come. The renewable fuels industry is in its infancy and will continue to grow for decades.So many naysayers are out there trying to undermine our nation’s renewable fuels industry. The naysayers seem to claim each and every shortcoming about renewable fuel production, no matter how unfounded the claim.The irony of most of the claims is that, technological infancy or not, producing one BTU of ethanol is already  more efficient than producing one BTU of gasoline from crude oil. A recent study from the U.S. Department of Energy’s Argonne Laboratory showed that:·         1 Btu of ethanol takes .67 BTU of energy to produce, while ·         1 Btu of gasoline from sweet crude oil requires 1.3 BTUs of energy to produce. The naysayers will claim that the “ethanol energy balance is too low”, but these statistics say otherwise. To make the process more efficient than that, the Southern Iowa Renewable Energy plant being built in Council Bluffs, will use steam discarded from an electrical generation plant to offset the natural gas needed in the ethanol production process. The Siouxland Ethanol plant in Jackson, Nebraska and the E3 plant in Meade, Nebraska are incorporating methane to offset natural gas. When the media chants the mantra of the naysayers, we must never become discouraged. Anytime an unfounded claim is made about the legitimacy of the renewable fuels industry, we must stand our ground- each and every one of us. Using the statistics and facts above is a good start, but here are a couple of others.Some naysayers claim that “ethanol takes too much water to produce.” As for the production of the corn, 85% of the water required in ethanol comes as rain and only 15% is from irrigation sources. Current development of drought tolerant hybrids will lower that number. Water is used in the ethanol refinement process too, but the industry is recycling more water to lower their usage rates. The Green Plains Renewable Energy plant in Shenandoah, Iowa utilizes gray water from the city in its refining process. That plant uses just over 2 gallons of water per gallon of ethanol. To put that number in perspective it takes 8 gallons of water to produce a gallon of gasoline. And by the way, according to United States Geographical Survey numbers, it takes 150 gallons of water to produce a typical Sunday newspaper.Other naysayers hang their hat on the claim that “ethanol causes escalating food prices”. A recent study from the Center for Agriculture and Rural Development at Iowa State University shows that a 30 % increase in corn prices equates to only a 1% increase in food prices. The study goes onto show that increased energy prices have three times the effect on food prices than commodity prices.To the naysayer ethanol is not perfect. Perhaps they’re right, but no energy source is perfect. Dollars that flow out of America to buy crude are now staying in America to revitalize our rural communities. Together with further development of our domestic fossil fuel supply, each BTU of energy we grow from our soil lessens our foreign energy dependence. George Washington Carver lent us wisdom for our way forward. In fact, at the time he wrote his accurate prediction of our return to renewable fuels, the Model-T’s ancestor was running on alcohol- a distilled renewable fuel. And here we are, back right where we began. Let us all give thanks for the past and the future of renewable fuels.
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