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In 1824, the newly independent Mexican government allowed the individual states, including Coahuila y Tejas (Texas), to implement their own immigration laws.  Empresarios, or employment agents, were provided to promote immigration.  Until this time, Anglo Americans were not allowed to settle in Mexican states.  Within a year, one such empresario, Stephen F. Austin, established a legal colony and an American-based constitution.  By 1829, thousands of Anglos poured into Tejas and put down roots in the unsettled territories, and they expected the same rights and customs they enjoyed in America.  Conflict between the Mexican government and the new immigrants was predictable, instant and combustible.

Open immigration without assimilation has always caused turmoil.  The current debate in America over the proper proportion of legal immigration versus the control of illegal immigration is in desperate need of commonsense solutions. 

Rewarding amnesty to the at least twelve million illegals already in the U.S. is absolutely the wrong action.  Beyond the fact that amnesty diminishes the expectation and responsibility that comes with U.S. citizenship, it flat-out rejects the foundation of our society – the rule of law.  Americans, including legal Hispanics, agree that amnesty is damaging for one simple reason – American citizenship is not for sale.

There have been seven amnesties for illegals issued in America since 1986.  An eighth amnesty will flood our borders and continue to overwhelm our social programs as new illegals pour in to simply wait for the ninth amnesty.  Also, pro-amnesty advocates are exceedingly misguided if they believe temporary workers will return home once their permit expires.  There has never been a successful temporary worker program in world history.  Temporary workers always put down roots and always will.  No significant numbers will go back home.  

Amnesty is also offered as the solution to our continuing economic well-being.  Again, that argument is both wrong and short-sighted.  The core strength of America has always been an ever-broadening middle class.  Wealthy investors, the emergent ruling class, are getting rich from cheap illegal labor.  Illegal labor is becoming the new servant class who work in the factories, manicures nails and lawns, and cleans the mansions of the emerging ruling class.  Most of the jobs that are now being done by illegals were done by the embattled blue collar middle class citizens, our new endangered species.  As the middle class shrinks, our economy suffers.

As many as four million illegals invade the United States each year from Mexico.  That is over 77,000 people crossing the border each week. I do not believe that America wants, needs, nor can withstand this enormous wave of illegal immigrants.  Imagine eight illegals crossing our border every minute.  Every eight seconds, the time of a rodeo bullride, an American baby is born and an illegal walks across our border into the U.S.   Illegal immigrants are outpacing the growth of America’s own population, before factoring in the widely-reported 300,000 children born annually in the U.S. to illegals.

Without assimilation as the cornerstone of our immigration policy, America is importing the problems of immigrant donor nations and dooming itself to the duplication of their failures.  Whether your mind’s eye imagines the Mexican flag being flown over an upside-down American flag during protests or a poor family simply looking for a better life, ask yourself what the end result of unmitigated open borders will be.  

I will take you back to the conclusion of Stephen F. Austin’s small colony in Coahuila y Tejas.  Within a couple of years of Anglo expansion, the Mexican government became concerned with the Anglo growth in the colony and attempted to stop further U.S. immigration into the region.  Negotiations were unsuccessful and policies ignored.  By 1836, the Anglo colonists fought back against the Mexican military and won their independence.  It took a little more than a decade from the time the door was opened to when the guests had taken the land of the host and renamed it Texas.

It is understandable and predictable that it may again be called Coahuila y Tejas.
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Would America have the will to stop an invading army at our border?  Imagine this week and every week an illegal alien army numbering 77,000, nearly the size of Sioux City, marching in orderly ranks under Mexican flags like Santa Anna’s army, across our southern border and into the United States.  A counter demonstrator in Los Angeles held a sign, “Have we lost our minds?” What in the name of Sam Houston are we thinking?
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