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Five years ago there was no War on Terror. Early on a crisp fall day, time stood still as the world watched terrorists murder 2,973 Americans.

Five years ago, America's heart ached as the devastation unfolded before our eyes. Five years ago, the families of those murdered met devastation like they had never known before, because Islamic Fascists decided they hated us enough to kill us because they are jealous of our prosperity and they hate our freedoms. 

Five years ago, on September, 11, 2001, the world changed for Americans. We now live with the awareness that Islamic Fascists are watching and hunting us.

The cost of our freedom was again highlighted that day, and it was renewed in the eyes of a generation who had not been faced with such misery. Americans would band together to defeat a then-unknown enemy. 

New security measures were put into place. Americans forever changed the way we look at air travel and our own daily security. The manner in which we will defend our country forever changed.

As fearful and shocked as Americans were that day, immediately Americans stepped in to help. Workers and volunteers cleared debris and searched through smoking, toxic rubble for remains, so the families could hold proper memorials. As the images and sounds were replayed over and over again for days, men and women everywhere signed up for our armed forces, and many signed up to defend their fellow Americans as Federal Air Marshalls. 

The most important effect of Sept. 11th was the immediate pulling together of all Americans.  Young and old, rich and poor, military and civilian, Democrat and Republican, all leaped into the same harness to do all we could for our country and our neighbors.  The coming together has diminished now, over time.  We are nowhere as cohesive a nation today as we were in the months following Sept. 11th.  We still fight the same enemy but with less effect because we are dividing against ourselves.

If there is one message to bring home on the 5th anniversary of that tragic day, it is to remember to always join hands together as Americans.  If we are to defeat our enemies who have sworn death to us, we must be united.  
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We will go forward together and succeed in the latest challenge to American freedom. 

This week, as you reflect on the changes made in the past five short years, please say a prayer for the families of those we lost that day. May God always give them Peace.
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