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As always, the current season grants us a chance to reflect on the closing year.  The good is weighed against the bad, ups against the downs.  Generally, whichever side of the ledger wins out, we will be quick to add 2005 to our entire past as prologue.  Reflection turns to expectation.  All that we witnessed individually, and as a whole, as Americans, becomes the basis for 2006 prospects.

Hopes and dreams never have more power than at the New Year.  Anticipations at home and abroad are full, even intense.  Even after success there is something distinctively American in that we confidently predict the next year will be better than the last.  That strength comes from the individual.  A boundless individual.  Unfortunately, Americans do not possess the same optimism for Congress and the federal government as they do for themselves.  Perhaps we should learn something from this condition.

Advances and reforms lay on our horizon.  Resolution can be found if we trust the individual.  Economic issues which range from health care access to tax reform can be rectified if we absolve the individual of regulatory constraint.  An American’s inherent optimism should be enhanced with the control over their resources and concerns.
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And from where does this inherent optimism come?  It does not stem from our diversity or from one-size-fits-all approaches.  It does not occur after edicts from elected officials, nor the whim of a judge.  The ‘American spirit’ is a direct result of our freedom.  ‘Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness’ has been realized as a distinct culture of opportunity.  From daring experiment to the unchallenged greatest nation in the world, America  has become both lauded and envied for its triumphs.  

Accumulation of great wealth and celebrity are not promised in America , but they are definitely possibilities.  Opportunity  is the attraction, not the mandate.  Since the Founding Fathers delivered God’s blessing of life and liberty, Americans have expanded their opportunities.  Not only did our example cause the spread of freedom around the globe, but now our decency compels us to be the defender of liberty.  Whether the measurement is opportunity, morality, or security, America  realizes that we are much less if we deny this freedom to others.  

George Washington said, “Liberty , when it begins to take root, is a plant of rapid growth.”  When he spoke of new freedoms from government in America  compared to our standing in the world today, they still ring true.  I pray they will always ring true.  I am one who believes the New Year will see expanded freedom and positive growth.  But more importantly, I believe our goal should be a revival of integrity and decency.  Societal ills can be cured if we put the clay in the mold and draw bright lines between right and wrong.  We can abolish the causes of economic despair if we shed the collective shackles.  Rather than repairing poverty or abiding terror, we can end them.

As we reflect on 2005, we should heed the final lesson of the season and conduct 2006 with truth and grace.

          
           

 2 / 2


