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Two-hundred-thirty years ago, two and a half million people banded together as they chartered their way through unfamiliar territory while creating a new, free and sovereign nation.

They may not have known that they would change the world by building the example of liberty that would spread across the globe.

As you watch the fireworks this year, imagine how our Founding Fathers felt as they saw the light of the guns and fire, and heard the booms from the cannons, knowing they were fighting for what they believed. They would create the rules that would allow them to worship God with full freedom, speak without fear of government censorship and live without interference by tyrannical rule.

It was an ideal that to many may have seemed risky or difficult. Those doubters had no idea that the United States, now a nation of almost 300 million, would soon turn into the most powerful and successful country in the world.

Long ago, my parents explained to me why we celebrate the birth of our country and our freedoms. We are reminded again this year that our Founders ignored the doubters, for they had a burning desire for freedom. 
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