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  WASHINGTON, D.C. — Iowa Congressmen Steve King and Tom Latham today
introduced the Medicare Support for Rural Hospitals Act. The legislation will
provide increased Medicare payments to “tweener” hospitals - hospitals too large
to receive additional Medicare payments as Critical Access Hospitals, but too
small to be financially viable under the Medicare hospital prospective payment
system (PPS).    

  

  There are eight “tweener” hospitals in Iowa, including three in Iowa’s Fifth
District: St. Anthony Regional Hospital (Carroll), Spencer Municipal Hospital and
Lakes Regional Hospital (Spirit Lake). Other “tweener” hospitals in Iowa are
located in Fort Madison, Muscatine, Grinnell, Newton and Keokuk.    

  

  “Iowa’s rural hospitals are extremely important to the communities they
serve,”  Congressman King said. “It is important that we take steps to ensure
the viability of our rural hospitals. For years, these tweener hospitals have
been put at a significant financial disadvantage by Medicare’s payment
policies. This bill will begin to address this problem by providing these
hospitals with much-needed support through increased Medicare payments.
This will allow these important community anchors to continue the great
work they do in rural Iowa.”    

  

  “Iowa hospitals continue to deal with a Medicare system that penalizes
medical facilities in rural areas,”  Congressman Latham said. “This system
ultimately hurts the seniors and communities that depend on these
hospitals, and I’m proud to work toward a more equitable disbursement of
Medicare payments.”
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