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Washington D.C.- Congressman Steve King (R-IA) today released the following statement after
joining other Members from the Missouri River basin in offering testimony to a House
Subcommittee about this year's Missouri River flooding. King spoke about the damage done by
the historically high waters and he pressed for action on H.R. 2942, legislation he has
introduced to require the Army Corps of Engineers to increase the amount of storage capacity in
the River's reservoir system that is set aside for flood control so that it is sufficient to handle the
amount of runoff experienced this year. Several other Members representing areas along the
Missouri River also offered testimony before the Subcommittee and similarly stressed the need
for Congressional action to require the Corps to prioritize flood control in its management of the
River.

  

  

"Today's hearing made clear that a consensus has emerged in the Missouri River basin about
what needs to be done to address the unprecedented flooding we experienced this year," said
King. "The testimony offered today stressed one point above all others - the Corps needs to
make flood control its priority in the management of the River, and Congress needs to act to
make it happen. For several months I have worked with a bi-partisan group of Members
representing areas up and down the River on H.R. 2942, legislation to require the Corps to
increase the storage capacity in the River's reservoir system so that there's enough storage
capacity to handle the runoff we saw this year. This is common sense legislation that, if passed,
will require the Corps to take the steps necessary to prioritize flood control and protect us from a
repeat of this year's flooding. It's time for Congress to act, and H.R. 2942 provides us with the
opportunity to do so."
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