COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, DC 20515

June 9, 2015

The Honorable Steve King

U.S. House of Representatives

2210 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman King,

I understand the concerns you have expressed about including in U.S. free trade agreements any
provisions related to U.S. immigration laws, particularly any provision obligating the United
States to grant access or to expand access to visas issued under section 101(a)(15) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)).

In acknowledgement of these concerns, | would like to convey that when the Trade Facilitation
and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015 is considered in the House, I intend to seek adoption of the
text of Senate Amendment 1385, offered by Senator Hatch and Senator Cruz when the Bipartisan
Congressional Trade Priorities and Accountability Act was considered by the Senate last month,
as well as the language you propose in your letter, to ensure that trade agreements do not require
changes to U.S. immigration laws.

Specifically, the effect of this amendment would be that any provision in new trade agreements
that would obligate the United States to grant or expand access to visas would not be consistent
with the negotiating objectives in the Bipartisan Congressional Trade Priorities and
Accountability Act. As such, if the Administration includes any such provision in a trade
agreement, [ would support moving a Consultation and Compliance Resolution under that Act

through the Ways & Means Committee.

I look forward to continuing to work with you on this important legislation.

Sincerely,
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Paul
Chairman



